
The Aspire Curriculum Overview – History and Geography 

 
 
 

Autumn1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1 
The Gunpowder Plot 

1b 

Local Geography  
Where do I live? 

3b, 3e, 3f 

Local History   
Birmingham and  Solihull 

Manufacturing 
1d, LH 

Wonderful Weather 
Weather forecasting 

3d 

The History of Toys 
Victorians 

1a 

Gold Coast – Australia 
(Non-European country) 

3c 

Year 2 

Transport and Travel  
(Inventions) 

1b, 1c, 3a 
 

Where do I live? Part 2 
3f, 3g, 3h, FW 

 

 
Cadbury 

LH 

Nurturing Nurses 
1a, 1b, 1c 

Lets go to China 
3a, 3c, 3e, 3f 

Kings and Queens 
1b, 1c, 1d 

London 
The Great Fire of London 

1b 

Year 3 
Ancient Egyptians 

2f, 4f 
Birmingham Canals 

LH 

Tremors – Pompeii 
European Geography 

4a, 4g 

Scrumdydllyumptious 
Food and World trade 

 
Let’s go to… 

(World Countries)  
4a, 4c. 4g 

Vikings 
2d 

Stone Age 
2a 

Year 4 
Misty Mountains 

4b 
Yardley 

LH, 4h, FW 
(Science Topic) 

Health and the N.H.S 
Romans 

2b 
Anglo-Saxons 

2c 

Blue Abyss  
Oceans and Explorers 

4b 

Year 5 
The Bubonic plague 

2e 
The Lunar Society 

LH 

Beast Creator (Science) 
 

Mapping skills 
Coordinates 

4h, FW 

History of the Space Race 

Ancient Greece 
2g 

Georgian Crime 
 and Punishment 

2e 

U.S.A and Russia 
4a, 4c, 4d, 4e 

Fieldwork - Residential 

Year 6 

Darwin and Evolution 
2e 

WW2 
Bloodheart (Science) 

 
Vaccinations -  Covid 19 

2e 

Hola Mexico! 
4a, 4c, 4d, 4e 

Social Justice 

Islamic Civilisations 
2h 

The Galapagos Islands 
4a, 4c, 4d 

Tolkien 
Birmingham WWII 

LH 

The Slave Trade 
4f 



 
Early Years Foundation Stage 

 
History  
ELG: Past and Present 
Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society. 
Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in 
class and storytelling. 
 
Geography 
ELG: People, culture and communities 
Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 
Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 
 

 
Statutory requirements  
 
History 
 
KS1 
1a changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life 
1b events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally  
1c the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. 
1d significant historical events, people and places in their own locality 
 
KS2 
2a Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 
2b The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 
2c Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
2d The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor 
2e A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupil’s chronological knowledge behind 1066 
2f The achievements of the earliest civilisations 
2g Ancient Greece 
2h A non-European society that provides contrasts with British History  
LH a local history study 
 
Geography 
 
KS1 
3a name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 
3b name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 
3c understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country 
3d identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles 
3e use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical and human features 
3f use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage 
3g use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map 
3h use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key 
FW use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment. 
 



KS2 
4a locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 
4b name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use 
patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 
4c identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night) 
4d understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America 
4e describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 
4f describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water 
4g use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 
4h use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 
 
 
 
 
 
 


